
July 10, 2006

The Honorable Alfred W. Speer

Clerk of the House of Representatives

State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA  70804

RE: House Bill No. 397 by Representative Hammett

REVENUE DEPARTMENT: Provides with respect to the organization of the Department

of Revenue.

Dear Mr. Speer:

House Bill No. 397 by Representative Hammett was intended to modify the statutory structure of

the Department of Revenue to more accurately reflect the Department’s current organizational

structure and the functions of the Tax Collection Program. The bill was amended to restructure the

Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control by expanding the authority of the commissioner as it relates

to the employment, appointment, removal, assignment and promotion of personnel within the Office

of Alcohol and Tobacco Control.  The amendments appear to be in conflict with other provisions

of Chapter 10 of Title 36, which state that the secretary has the authority to employ, reassign and

transfer personnel within the offices of the Department of Revenue. 

For this reason, I have vetoed House Bill No. 397 and am returning it to the House of

Representatives.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco

Governor
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