July 9, 1997

The Honorable Alfred Speer

Clerk of the House of Representatives
State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

RE:  HOUSE BILL NO. 1 by Mr. LeBlanc
An Act making appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the executive branch of state
government, pensions, public schools, public roads, public charities, and state ingtitutions and
providing with respect to the expenditure of said appropriations.

Dear Mr. Speer:

As authorized by Article 111, Section 18(B), and more particularly, Artidle 1V, Section 5(G)(1) of the

Congtitution of Louisana, | have exercised my right to veto 15 items or provisons of the Genera

Appropriation Bill.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 1:

Thislanguage amendment in the Divison of Adminigration provided thet in the event HB 2521 isenacted
intolaw, $947,443 ingenerd fund and $8,215 in self-generated revenues shdl be transferred to the Office
of Facility Management (Schedule 21-XXX) for utility costs and related costs of the Capitol Complex.
An amendment to HB 2067 (Ancillary Bill) maekes any transfer of appropriations from the Generd
Appropriations Act to the Office of Facility Management null and void and restoresthe correct fundingto
the Divison of Adminigration. Therefore, this veto is necessary for technica reasons and to clarify the
ultimate legidative intent.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 2:

Thislanguage amendment in the Divison of Adminigration provided that inthe event HB 2521 is enacted



into law, $340,780 in generd fund, including 10 positions, shal be transferred from the Office of Facility
Management (Schedule 21-X X X) to the Divisonof Administration. The$1,951,684 and 27 positionsthat
were transferred from the Divisgon of Adminigration to the Office The Honorable Alfred Speer
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of Facility Management by amendment in House Appropriations Committee was overstated by the
$340,780 and 10 postions. An amendment to HB 2067 (Ancillary Bill) makes any transfer of
appropriations from the generd appropriations act to the Office of Facility Management null and void and
restores the correct funding to the Divison of Adminigration. Therefore, thisamendment is necessary for
technica reasons and to darify the ultimate legidative intent.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 3:

This item would provide $25,000 for state match to loca funding for technica training and assistance for
beaver abatement activities in Vermillion Parish. These functions are dready being performed statewide
as part of the Nuisance Control Activity in the Department of Agricultureand Forestry.  Although funding
isnot provided specificdly for this purpose, the department should be able to continue to providethe same
level of fundingin FY 98 asit hasinthe past for these efforts. Further, no evidence was presented to justify
additiond funding targeted to this one parish.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 4:

Thisitem, in the Office of Commerce and Industry, provided $150,000 for the establishment of foreign
representation in Japan. The department has been provided funding in Fiscal Year 1997-1998 for
Internationd Marketing Investment Specialists, who have the expertise and the capacity to foster and
cultivate economic growth between Japan and the State of Louisiana

VETO MESSAGE NO. 5:

This item, in the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism - Office of the Secretary, provided
$25,000 for Franco Fete celebration activities. Franco Fete is scheduled to be held during Fiscd Year
1998-1999. Another amendment provided $350,000 for the preparations for this year long celebration
to commemorate the tricentenniad of the establishment of the first permanent colony by the French in the
Louisanaterritory. No justification has been provided as to the need for this additiond $25,000

VETO MESSAGE NO. 6:

This item provided $150,000 in the Department of Culture, Recregtion and Tourism, Office of Cultura
Development for the operation of the Louisiana Creole Heritage Center located on the campus of
Northwestern State Univerdty. This non-academic degree activity is a duplication of The Center for



Acadian and Creole Studies located at the University of Southwestern Louisiana.
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VETO MESSAGE NO. 7:

This amendment provided that of the funds appropriated for the Office of Alcohol and Drug Abuse the
amount of $160,000 would be alocated for the New Orleans Educationa Taent Search program. This
program provided acohol and drug abuse preventionand education servicesto at-risk youths in the New
Orleans areain Fiscd Year 1996-1997. Funding for continuation of this programwas not included inthe
agency’s budget request for Fisca Year 1997-1998. If forced to provide funding for this activity, the
agency would have to dter its overdl plan for service delivery in the New Orleans area.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 8:

Thisamendment provided $200,000 for the expansionof OB/GY N sarvices, including labor and ddivery,
aW.0. MossRegiond Medical Center. Under amemorandum of understanding between the Department
of Hedlth and Hospitds and the former Louisana Hedth Care Authority (not the LSU Medica Center
Hedlth Care Services Division) it was agreed that medica servicesin FY 1997-98 would continue to be
provided at the same leve of funding asin the current year. The legidation cregting the new Hedth Care
Services Divison mandates that the advisory board for each hospital undertake to evauate its future role
and missoninthe delivery of hedlth care in the area served by the hospitd. At suchtimeasthat evauation
hasbeencompleted the need to expand |abor and ddlivery servicesat W.O. M oss can be further eva uated
and a decison made as to the need to provide thisleve of service.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 9:

Thislanguage amendment directs the Office of Community Servicesto utilize $300,000 of itsappropriated
block grants funds for funding of the New Orleans Hedlth Corporation (NOHC). This language
amendment would reduce fundsthat would otherwise be used to serve the Child Welfare program which
provides Foster Care, Child Protection Investigations, Adoption Services, Family Preservation Services,
and severa other serviceswhose primary goal isthe welfare of the child while attempting to keep the family
unit intact. Federd funds available for these services are dready declining and thisitem would further limit
the ability of the department to provide them.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 10:

Thislanguage amendment directs the Office of Community Servicesto utilize $100,000 of itsappropriated



block grant funds for transfer to the Office of Women's Services for Teen Pregnancy Prevention. This
would reduce fundsthat would otherwise be available to the Child Wefare programwhichprovides Foster
Care, Child Protection Investigations, Adoption Services, Family Preservation Services, and severd other
services whose primary god isthe wefare of the child while attempting to keep the family unit intact. This
item was not requested by the Department.
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In addition, this amendment appears to be a duplicate of one adopted in the Senate Finance Committee
that added $100,000 to Women's Services for teen pregnancy programs.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 11:

Thisamendment provided that, of thefundsappropriatedto the Louisana State University Medica Center,
$1,018,000 would be alocated to the Department of Medicine for Occupationa Toxicology. Earmarking
thisitem in this manner would limit the school’ s aility to assign prioritiesin properly fulfilling its teaching,
research and indigent patient care missons. Such alimitationisincongstent withthe flexibility required by
the L SU Medical Center inboth FY 1997-98 and infutureyears asit takes the lead inreforming the state’ s
public hedth care system.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 12

Thisitem, in Sullivan Technica College, provided $125,000 for additional suppliesand operating services.
A request for $100,000 wasincluded inthis agency’ sproposed 1997-98 budget as a New or Expanded
Service. This request was not sufficiently justified and was, therefore not part of the Executive Budget
recommendations. No additiona justification has beenprovided sncethat timefor the origina $100,000
request, much less this $125,000.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 13:

This item, in Avoydles Technica College, provided funding in the amount of $19,585 by Interagency
Trandfers from funds appropriated in the Department of Economic Development for one (1) accounting
specidigt. Interagency Trandersare used to buy services or transfer funding for aspecific purposerelaed
to the misson and scope of the sending department.  This transfer, which would have provided an
adminigraive postionat this school, does not relate to the missonor gods of the Department of Economic
Development. Therefore, there does not appear to be a legd basis to make the Interagency Transfers
required by theitem.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 14:

This item provides $300,000 for economic development effortsin &. Landry Parish, in the event House



Bill No. 693 isenacted into law. No detailed justificationwas provided for thisitem, but $300,000 seems
an excessve amount for this purpose in one parish, based on amilar efforts elsawhere. Funds are not
available to finance such efforts throughout the sate. A totd appropriationof $500,000 isincdudedin the
FY 97-98 budget for economic development efforts, induding marketing and product improvements, in
the nine parishes inthe Metrovisonregion(Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St.
John, . James, Plaguemines, and
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Tangipahoa). Thisitem was not included in the Department of Economic Development’ sbudget request
for funding in FY 97-98 and, as noted above, little is known about its scope and mission.

VETO MESSAGE NO. 15:

This section of the Bill provided $6,800,000 in generd fund for payment into the Classroom-based
Technology Fund contingent on the recognition of additiond revenue by the Revenue Estimating
Conference. Article VI, Section 10(E), of the Louisiana Congtitution provides that “ Appropriations by
the Legidature...shdl not exceed the officid forecast ineffect at the time the appropriations are made.” As
| noted when | vetoed a smilar contingency itemin last year’s hill, an appropriation such asthis seems
inconggtent with the intent of this Conditutiona provision. If additiona revenue becomes available, it
should be appropriated to address needswhichexig at the timeitisrecognized. Further, the appropriation
of fundswhichmay, or may not become available can represent a hollow promise to those expecting such
appropriations.

| am returning to you an exact copy of the pages of the Enrolled Bill indicating the foregoing actions taken
by me.

Sincerdy,

M.J. “Mike" Foster, Jr.
MJF/eb

Attachments



